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MORE  SIGNS  OF  THE  NATION'S  COMING  TO  I  TS 

SENSES. 

In  my  former  article  on  this  subject,  I  noticed  the  gene- 
ral disposition  that  prevailed  amongst  the  People,  to  resist 
the  delusions  by  which  their  blood  and  treasure  for  so  many 
years  had  been  wasted.  One  of  the  principal  causes  of  thii 
great  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  People,  has  been  the 
boundless  extravagance  of  those  who  have  usurped  tne  ma- 
nagement, or  rather  the  mis-management  of  its  affairs:  the 
distress  amongst  the  poor,  and  the  embarrassments  amongst 
the  trading  part  of  the  community,  have  diffused  a  spirit  of 
enquiry  amongst  all  ranks  of  the  nation,  save  and  except  the 
bloated  aristocracy,  and  their  servile  and  slavish  dependants. 
In  a  general  point  of  view  we  shall  not  find  a  single  sup- 
porter of  the  present  system  who  is  not,  in  some  way  or 
other,  either  directly  or  indirectly  dependent  oti  the  aristo- 
cracy. Take  the  clergy  of  the  established  church  for  instance. 
What  is  their  motive  for  supporting  it  with  all  their  might, 
and  for  persecuting  those  who  act  otherwise,  with  all  the  ma- 
lignity of  priestly  virulence?  It  is  because  their  good  livings, 
their  tythes,  and  the  craft  of  their  profession  are  all  directly 
dependent  on  the  fate  of  the  aristocracy  ;  for  if  aristocracy 
were  to  be  abolished,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  absur- 
dities of  the  established  church  would  follow  its  fate.  The 
abominable  practice  of  dictating  to  the  People  the  method 
in  which  they  shall  worship  their  Maker,  and  the  still  mort 
abominable  practice  of  making  them  pay  for  this  dictation, 
would  be  abolished  as  a  degrading  and  detestable  imposi- 
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tion,  and  those  who  riot  in  extravagance  on  the  produce  of 
such  a  system,  would  be  happy  in  finding  a  shelter  from  the 
vengeance  which  their  character  and  conduct  are  calculated 
to  provoke.  Man  would  then  worship  his  Creator  with 
that  dignified  simplicity  which  becomes  his  character,  in- 
stead of  paying  his  homage,  as  is  at  present  the  case, 
through  the  medium  of  a  parcel  of  debauched  and  dissolute 
priests. 

This  would  be  one  of  the  consequences  of  an  abolition 
of  the  aristocracy,  and  the  consequent  abolition  of  the  esta- 
blished church.     It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  no  wonder, 
that  the  Clergy  should  be  loud  and  vociferous  in  their  sup- 
port of   the  present    system.      It  is  no  wonder  that  the 
churches  should   ring   with   the   praises   of   our  matchless 
system  of  Government.     It  is  no  wonder  that  a  set  of  pro- 
fligate persons  should  be  continually  exhorting  their  congre- 
gations to  be  patient  under   the  "   visitations    with   which 
Providence  has  been  pleased  to    afflict  the  Nation  ;"  while, 
at  the  same  time,  these  very  visitations   have  all  been  pro- 
duced by  the  misdeeds  of  the  most  infamous  Government 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  by  none  have  been   more 
encouraged  than  by  the  Clergy  themselves.    It  is  no  wonder 
that  the  Clergy  should  be  so  loud  in  defence  of  the  present 
system,  when  we  see  that  to  resist  it  would  place  their  fat 
livings,  nay,  their  very  existence,  in  jeopardy.     Self-preser- 
vation, they  say,  is  the  first  law  of  Nature,  and  this  appears 
to  be  about  the  only  natural   principle  which  priests   can 
understand.     In  every  other  point  of  view  their  conduct  is 
at  war  with  nature,  and  in  this,  it  is  at  war  with  the  com- 
mon interest  of  mankind.     Their  existence  is   wrung  from 
the  sufferings  of  their  flocks. 

There  is  another  set  of  men  who  have  a  still  more  direct 
connection  with  the  aristocracy,  i.e.  their  tenantry.  A 
change  in  the  system  of  Government,  would,  undoubtedly, 
be  a  great  benefit  to  these,  as  it  would  to  every  other  class 
who  do  not  derive  their  subsistence  from  the  taxes,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  their  interest  to  wkk  for  a  reform,  though  it 
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may  not  be  prudent  for  thera  to  express  it.  It  is  beyond  all 
question  that  there  exists  a  great  dtal  of  disaffection  amongst 
this  numerous  body  of  men,  as  there  must  be  amongst 
every  body  of  men  who  get  their  livelihood  by  honest 
industry,  but  the  fear  of  aristocratical  vengeance  prevents  it 
from  breaking  forth.  What  a  system  of  Government  must 
that  be  which  has  no  other  support  than  that  which  is  de- 
rived from  self-interest  and  slavish  fear !  One  part  of  the 
community  supports  it  because  they  are  concerned  in  it, 
and  the  other  does  not  oppose  it  because  they  dare  not !  By 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  Nation  are  daily  exerting  them- 
selves to  procure  its  abolition  in  consequence  of  what  they 
suffer  from  its  tyranny  and  fraud,  while  those  who  support 
it  may  be  classed  under  two  simple  denominations,  those 
who  dread  its  power,  and  those  who  share  its  plunder. 

Is  this  the  system  which  has  for  so  many  years  been  ex- 
tolled as  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  world  ?  Is  this  the 
system  which  has  been  held  up  as  a  model  for  other  nations  ? 
It  this  our  boasted,  our  matchless  system  of  Government? 
Yes,  in  truth  it  is.  This  is  the  system  which  has  so  long 
been  the  subject  of  panegyric.  The  boasted  British  Govern- 
ment is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  band  of  parasites  and 
plunderers,  detested  by  every  well-informed  and  disinterested 
man  in  the  country,  who  are  submitted  to  only  till  it  is  con- 
venient to  shake  them  off. 

This  is  the  real  character  of  the  system,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  its  character  is  every  day  spreading  itself  amongst 
the  Nation.  The  hypocrisy  with  which  it  was  once  enve- 
loped is  seen  through  and  despised,  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people.  The  superstitious  awe  which  was  formerly 
attached  to  the  name  of  King,  or  Lord,  or  Bishop,  is  now 
changed  t©  derision,  and  mankind  instead  of  prostrating 
themselves  before  these  Golden  Calves,  are  beginning  to  spurn 
the  base  and  contemptible  things  which  have  bowed  them 
to  the  dust. 

We  often  hear  of  good  coming  out  of  evil,  and  this  was 
never  more  decidedly  shewn  than  in  the  case  of  those  who 
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have  assumed  the  management  of  the  British  Government. 
They  have  oppressed  the  People,  and  the  consequence  has 
been  that  instead  of  making  them    sit  down  quietly,  they 
have  been  forced  into  an  investigation  of  the  principles  of 
Government.     The   errors   and   mischief  which    have  been 
committed    in  this  country  under  the  name  of  Government 
have  in  consequence   been  discovered  and   held  up  to  the 
observation  of  the  whole   people.     It    is  thus  that  iniquity 
defeats  itself.     Had   the  present  ministry  and  their  prede- 
cessors confined   their  despotism  within   moderate  bounds, 
the  system  might  have  gone  on  for  centuries  without  much 
interruption.     But  they  have  pushed  it  too  far,  and  by  doing 
this  have  forced    the   People   into    enquiries  which    in  all 
probability    would   not  otherwise  have  been    made.     If  a 
revolution  should  take  place,  one  would  think  the  Ministry 
ought  to  be  the  last  to  complain,   since  it  will  be  they   who 
have  provoked  it. 

It  is  not  in  one  instance  only  that  we  observe  the  altera- 
tion  in  the  sentiments  of  the   public   towards    the  Govern- 
ment, it  is  an   universal  feeling,  a  feeling  which  is  everyday 
receiving  fresh  accessions   to   its  strength.     The  People  are 
beginning  to  have  a   very  strong   propensity  to  see  thing*  in 
the  right  light,  and  even  in  cases  where  their  heads  deceive 
them,  their  hearts  do  credit  to  their  principles.     They  are 
not  now  to  be  charmed  or  alarmed  by  glittering  pew-gaws, 
or  high  sounding  names,  it  is  worthy  and  worth  alone,  which 
claims  their  attention.     For  instance,  we  ail   recollect,  the 
sincere  tribute  of  respect  which  was  paid  to  the  memory  of 
the  Princess  Charlotte ;  we  all  recollect   the  universal   ex- 
pression of  sorrow  that  resounded    from   one  extremity   of 
the  Nation  to  the  other.     How  different   was  the  conduct 
of  the  People  on  the  death  of  the  late  Queen  !     How  great 
was  the  contrast!     The  one    was    beloved    and    respected 
while  living,  and  mourned  when  dead  ;    the  other  was  de- 
tested to  the  latest  hour  of  her  life  as  a  worthless  intriguing 
character,  and  her  memory  is  never  recalled  without  an  ex- 
pression of  contempt  or  abhorrence.     Lock   again  at  the 
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method  in  which  the  People  have  treated  the  memory  of 
the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice,  if  a  man  of  this  description 
had  been  a  man  of  good  character ;  if  he  had  administered 
the  laws  justly  ;  if  he  had  loved  mercy;  if  he  had  never 
lent  himself  out  at  a  base  tool  to  the  oppressors  of  the 
People,  would  he  have  gone  out  of  the  world,  without 
some  decent  tribute  of  popular  respect  ?  Instead,  however, 
of  respect,  we  have  witnessed  the  reverse  of  it  in  every 
point  of  view.  The  people  have  paid  as  much  respect  to 
his  memory,  as  he  paid  to  their  liberty  ;  and  instead  of  his 
opinions  being  the  guide  of  their  conduct,  he  is  now,  with 
them,  consigned  to  the  tomb  of  insignifi  anceand  oblivion.* 
Are  not  these  things  proofs  that  the  people  have  resumed 
the  prerogative  of  thinking  ?  At  all  events,  they  are  proofa 
of  the  great  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  public 
mind — a  change  as  honourable  to  the  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  it  must  ultimately  be  beneficial  to  the  country. 

W.  T.  SHERYVI NT. 


Rumoured  Restrictions  on   the  Liberty  of  tub 

Press. 

In  a  former  Number  of  the  Register,  I  stated   the  great 
probability  that   the  Ministry  would  make  some  attempt  to 


*  Some  of  the  papers  in  the  pay  of  the  ministry  have  endea- 
voured to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  public  by  some  very  hard 
strained  panegyrics  on  his  Lordship's  wonderful  integrity,  abilities, 
&c.  They  say  they  are  very  sorry  for  his  death,  and  so  am  1,  for  I  had 
fondly  hoped  that  he  with  the  whole  of  his  colleagues  would  have 
lived  long  enough  to  witness  the  fair  administration  of  justice  in 
those  courts  which  have  so  long  been  polluted,  by  those  who  are 
now  employed  to  enforce  what  are  falsely  termed  the  law*  of  the 
country.  If  Ellenborough  had  lived  to  see  this,  it  is  not  very 
difficult  to  conceive  the  situation  in  which  he  as  well  as  many 
others  would  have  stood.  It  is  almost  enough  to  make  one  sup- 
pose that  Providence  has  abandoned  his  dominion  over  the  world, 
and  left  it  to  the  blind  direction  of  chance,  or  the  barbarous  do- 
minion of  devil*,  when  we  hear  of  such  men  as  Ellenborough 
dying  a  natural  death.  Surely  he  is  the  last  of  the  set  that  will 
die  in  that  way. 
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stifle  the  spirit  of  free  enquiry,  by  restrictions  on  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  and  if  we  may  credit  the  reports  which  are 
getting  abroad,  the  conjecture  was  not  without  foundation. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  the  tyrants   will  be  very 
vigilant  during  the  next  meeting  of  the  nick-named  junto, 
called  the  House  of  Commons.     They  will,  however,  find 
themselves  considerably,  ff  not  altogether,  foiled  in  their 
attempts.     If  they  dare  abolish  the  trial  by  jury  in  cases  of 
libel,  they   may  stand  some   little  chance  of  success  ;  but 
never  so  long  as  they  suffer  this  to  remain,  will  they  be  able 
to  crush   the   spirit  of  discussion.     They  have  suffered  the 
affair  to  proceed  too  far ;  much  of  the  knowledge  which  it 
is  wished  to  suppress,  has  already  gone  forth  to  the  world  ; 
and  their  desire  to  stop  its  progress  is  only  one  proof  amongst 
a  thousaad  others,  that  that  knowledge  is  properly  appre- 
ciated by  the  people  at  large. 

Our  tyrants  now  likewise  know  pretty  well  how  to  appre- 
ciate the  liberty  of  the  press,  for  they  are  beginning  to  feel 
its  effects.     They  have  felt  the  lash,  they  have  been  obliged 
patiently  to  stand  by  while  their  vices   have    been   branded 
with  their  proper  character.     The  hatred  of  such   men  is, 
therefore,  to  be  expected  by  all  who  are  the  friends  of  fair 
discussion,  who  advocate  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  who 
have  the  courage  to  hold  despotism   up  to   public  detesta- 
tion.    What  they  may  intend  to  do  is  yet  unknown  ;    that 
they  will  attempt  to  do  something  is  very  evident,   but  it 
will  require  more  wisdom   than  they  possess,  to   invent  a 
scheme  that  will  answer  their  purpose.     Their  efforts  have 
long  been  tried  for  the  purpose  "  of  stopping  the  current  of 
all  the  passions,  but   fear ;"    yet    with   all    their   craft    and 
authority,   what   have  they  atchleved  ?     What    have    they 
done  that  is  likely  to  protect  their  authority  from    the  exa- 
mination of  the  public,  for  this  is  the  principal  object   to 
which  their  efforts   have  been    directed.      If   they    could 
accomplish  this  object,  we  might,  indeed,  bid   a  long  fare- 
well to  British   Freedom.      Then  might  the  flag  of  des- 
potism be  unfurled  in  all  its  "  pride,  pomp,  and  circum- 
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stance"  over  the  grave  of  our  liberties,  and  of  our  existence  as 
a  Nation.  The  value  of  liberty  can  only  be  properly  appre- 
ciated by  examining  the  condition  of  those  who  have  lost  it. 
Let  us  view  in  ancient  history  the  glorious   effects    of  free- 
dom.    Let  us  recollect  the  great  and   heroic  actions  it  in- 
spired.    Let  us  view  the  consequences  in  the  perfection   of 
every  art  and  science  that  could  confer  dignity  on   man,  or 
contribute  to   his  comfort.     Let   us   observe   the   dreadful 
contrast  that  is  now  exhibited   by    those    countries  which 
have  lost  it.     Where   formerly  were  seen  blooming    fields, 
stately  edifices,  commercial  and  opulent  cities,  we  now  see 
nothing  but  desolation,  darkness,  slavery  and  despair.  Where 
were  formerly  seen  a  people   adorned   by  every  manly  and 
social  excellence,  whose  examples  are  to  this 'day  held  up 
in  our  schools,  as   objects  of  admiration  and  imitation,  we 
now  see  a  degenerate  race   of  beings,  possessing  the  form 
indeed,  but  destitute  of  the  principles  and  feelings  of  men. 
What  is  it  that  enables   the    people   of  North  America  to 
proceed  with  such  gigantic  steps  in  trade,  prosperity,  and 
increase  of  power  and  population  ?     What   is   it  that  has 
enabled    them   to  turn   a    wilderness   into  an    inhabitable 
world  ?     What  but  the  liberty  of  free  and  open  discussion, 
encouraged  by  the  liberty  of  the  press,   and  enjoyed  by  a 
set  of  men  determined  to  be   free.     And  shall  it   be  said 
that   the   liberty  to  discuss  matters  of  public  concern  shall 
be   set   aside   in  England  by  such    a   set   of  men   as  the 
present  Ministry  ?      Shall    it    be   said    that  the   thunders 
of  the  press   shall  be   silent  while   Castlereagh  reigns  un- 
punished,  and   while  Sidmouth   lives  to   murder  English- 
men?    Shall  these  men  in  the  absence  of  the  gibbet,  be  pro- 
tected from  the   vengeance  of  public  execration  ?    Forbid 
it  heaven,   that   these    monsters    in   human   shape  should 
ever  be  suffered   to    roam  at  large,  uncontrolled  and  unex- 
posed. So  long  as  we  have  the  press,  we  have  some  opportu- 
nities of  holding  them    up   to   the  public    in    their  proper 
characters;  deprive    us  of  it,    and    their  crimes  will  then 
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not  only  go  unpunished,  but  unknown,  except  to  their 
victims.  But  the  thing  cannot  be.  It  is  too  late  in  the 
day  for  such  a  measure  to  succeed,  and  the  mischief  if 
attempted  must  fall  upon  themselves. 


To  William  Jackson,  Esq. 

Publisher  of  CobbetCs   Weekly  Political  Register. 

Si  r, 

Aftkr  your  refusal  to  insert  my  letter  to  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  in  the  Register,  I  should  have  very  reluctantly  made 
any  other  application  to  you,  had  I  not  seen  in  the  last 
Register,  that  "  the  little  contemptible  reptile,  Cleary"  had 
found  you  in  a  more  complying  mood,  and  had  prevailed 
upon  you  to  insert  not  only  the  most  unfounded  falsehoods 
against  me,  but  that  he  had  also  prevailed  upon  you  to  in- 
sert the  most  base  and  cowardly  insinuations  against  my 
friend  Cobbett  himself  in  his  ortn  Register,  while  he  was 
absent  at  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  and  conse- 
quently precluded  the  possibility  of  making  any  reply  for 
many  months  to  come. 

With  respect  to  the  charges  against  myself,  I  shall  be 
very  brief.  First,  he  says,  '  that  I  published  a  confiden- 
tial letter  of  his  to  me  ;'*  next,  "  that  I  perverted  the  true 
meaning  of  the  said  letter  in  order  to  blacken  his  character." 
To  which  first  charge  I  reply,  that  it  was  a  public  letter 
written  by  me  to  him,  in  his  public  capacity  of  Secretary 
to  the  Rump,  which  letter  and  answer  were  publicly  read 
at  a  public  meeting,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  in  the 
Strand,  and  were  both  solely  of  a  public  nature,  as  they 
related  to  the  calling  a  public  meeting  in  order  to  raise  a 
public  subscription,  to  enable  Brandreth  and  the  other 
poor  men  who  were  about  to  take  their  trials  on  a  charge 
of  Hieh  Treason  at  Derby,  to  employ  Counsel  to  conduct 
their  defence.  This  clearly  proves  the  falsehood  of  the  first 
charge,  that  I  had  published  a  private  and  confidential 
letter. 

•    With  respect  to  the  next  charge,  that  I   had  endeavoured 
"  to  pervert  the  true   meaning   of  the   letter,"  it  will  be 
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found  equally  false  and  without  the  slightest  foundation, 
for  the  letter  was  published  verbatim,  but  not  till  after  it 
had  been  repeatedly  called  for  by  Cleary  himself,  publicly 
on  the  Hustings,  he,  Cleary,  shamefully  declaring  at  the  time, 
that  he  had  never  written  any  such  letter,  and  that  he  would 
consent  "  to  be  sacrificed  upon  the  spot,11  if  he  had  ever 
written  one  word  about  hanging  the  men  himself,  although 
it  turned  out  when  the  letter  was  produced,  that  it  con- 
tained the  following  unfeeling  expression — "  I  could  almost 
hang  them  myself"  and  he  had  written  this  to  me,  in  order 
to  convince  me  of  the  impropriety  of  endeavouring  to  raise 
any  subscription,  to  enable  these  poor  men  to  obtain  a 
fair  trial,  adding  these  memorable  words:  "we  reformers 
are  Jar  from  wishing  to  countenance  or  identify  ourselves  with 
any  man  guilt u  of  murdkr,  robbery,  or  riot  ;"  so  you 
will  perceive  that  this  inhuman  wretch  charges  thoe  poor 
men  before  trial  with  the  above  crimes.  It  was  not  enough 
for  this  cold  blooded  monster  by  an  intrigue,  to  prevent,  a 
subscription  to  pay  Counsel  and  Witnesses,  but  he  must 
openly  denounce  them  without  Judge  or  Jury,  as  Murder- 
ers, Robbers,  and  Rioters,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
terring me  from  taking  any  further  steps  to  assist  them  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  overwhelming  prosecution  of 
the  Government  for  High  Treason. 

Now,  Sir,  we  will  enquire  a  little  about  the  conduct  of 
this  reptile  towards  Mr.  Cobhett  in  his  absence.  First,  he 
brought  forward  and  publicly  read  a  letter  upon  the  Hue- 
tings  at  the  last  Westminster  Election,  which  he  impu- 
dently and  roundly  asserted  to  be  a  private  u ettk* 
written  by  Mr.  Cobbett  to  a  friend,  tending  to  vilify  me. 
This  letter  proves  to  be  a  forgery,  and  the  moment  Mr, 
Cobbett  heard  of  it  in  America,  he  declared  the  fact  in  a. 
letter  addressed  to  the  Editor  of  a  New  York  Newspaper, 
an  extract  from  which  paper,  declaring  this  letter  produced 
by  Cleary  to  be  a  forgery,  I  read  at  the  last  meeting  at  tug 
Crown  and  Anchor;  upon  which,  up  jumps  this  would-be 
Jack  Ketch,  aud  repeated  his  old  bullying  exclamation,  de- 
livered in  tne  most  vulgar  Irish  Slang,  that  he  would  con- 
sent "  to  be  sacrificed  upon  the  spot,"  if  he  did  not  prove 
it  to  be  the  writing  of  Mr.  Cobbett.  Thus  he  at  once  ac- 
cuses Mr.  Cobbett  of  having  the  baseness  to  write  this 
letter,  and  then  of  having  deliberately  published  a  preme- 
ditated falsehood  in  declaring  it  to  be  a  forgery  ;  and  he  says 
he  will  submit  to  be  sacrificed  upon  the  spot,  if  he  does  not 
prove  iU     Now  let  us  see   how  he  sets  about  this  proof i 
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why  he  prevails  upon  you  to  publish  it  in  Mr.  Cobbett/s 
ow?i  Register  in  bis  absence.  He  has  the  address  to  prevail 
upon  Mr.  Cobbett's  own  publisher  to  publish  what  he  calls 
the  "  disproof*  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  veracity,  although  the 
same  publisher  had  previously  refused  the  insertion  of  my 
letter  to  Sir  F.  Burdett,  in  which  letter  I  had  proved  to  a 
demonstration,  in  confirmation  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  word,  that 
the  letter  read  by  Geary  was  a  Forgery,  because  it  was  im- 
possible that  Mr.  Cobbett  could  have  mentioned  a  fact  in 
1S08  which  did  not  occur  till  1812. 

However,  Sir,  as  you  have  thought  proper  to  give  cir- 
culation to  these  calumnies  against  Mr.  Cobbett  in  his  own 
Register  in  his  absence,  which  he  cannot  answer  for  many 
months  to  come,  I  shall  endeavour  to  expose  the  folly,  as 
well  as  the  wickedness  of  this  futile  attempt.  In  doing 
this,  I  will  take  Geary's  proofs  in  his  own  words  as  follows. 
"  Whether  the  letter  in  question  be  or  be  not  a  forgery,  I 
leave  to  those  Gentlemen  through  whose  hands  it  circuitously 
came  into  mine,  to  settle.  All  J  know  of  it  is,  the  letter 
now  stated  by  Mr.  Cobbett  to  be  a  forgery,  was  put  into 
my  hands  by  Mr.  Place,  of  Glaring  Cross.  Never  having 
previously  seen  that  letter,  nor  having  the  least  suspicion  of 
its  not  being  authentic,  I  read  the  letter  to  the  Electors,"  &c. 
Did  any  living  creature  ever  before  hear  of,  or  read  such  a 
base,  pitiful,  prevaricating  shuffle  as  this?  Instead  of  giving 
the  least  possible  proof,  he  tacitly  admits  the  letter  to  be  a 
forgery,  and  he  turns  round  at  once  and  throws  the  proof 
upon  his  amiable  associates,  Mr.  Place  and  his  other  friends 
of  the  Rump,  and  he  pretends  now  that  he  was  imposed 
upon  by  them :  but  this  shufflle  shall  not  save  him,  for  I 
have  the  most  respectable  proof  that  this  is  also  false.  This 
Mr.  Thomas  Geary,  this  contemptible  bundle  of  fraud  and 
forgery,  shall  not  slink  out  of  this  disgraceful  transaction 
in  this  wray.  This  Attorney,  as  Mr.  Cobbett  styles  him, 
called  upon  Mr.  Thomas  Dollby  of  34  Wardour  Street,  on 
the  Sunday  previous  to  the  Election,  and  knowing  Mr. 
Dollby  to  be  one  of  my  staunch  supporters,  he  addressed 
him  nearly  as  follows:  '•  If  Hunt  dares  to  say  one  word  against 
us  upon  the  Hustings,  I  have  got  a  letter  of  Cobbett's  in  my 
pocket  that  will  stop  his  mouth  at  once ;"  and  yet  this  moral 
shuflller  now  impudently  asserts  that  he  never  saw  this 
letter  previous  to  the  second  week  of  the  Election.  It 
would  be  an  insult  to  the  readers  of  the  Register  to  dwell 
one  moment  longer  upon  the  stupidity  and  baseness  of  this 
hopeful  tool  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  he  who  suffered  it  to  go  forth 
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to  the  world  that  he  is,  or  has  been  an  Attorney,  yet 
dares  not  deny  that  he  accused  his  patron  of  "  desertion 
and  cowardice"  I  shall  therefore  pass  over  the  whole  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  shuffle,  with  the  exception  of  the 
last  paragraph,  which  will  require  but  one  comment  to 
prove,  that  the  greatest  villains  are  frequently  the  greatest 
fools.     The  paragraph  is  as  follows: 

"  The  letter  having  the  post  mark  of  April  11,  1808,  and 
of  Bishops  Waltham,  the  next  post  town  to  Botley,    Mr. 
Cobbett's  late  residence,  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Brooks,  110, 
Strand,  for  the  inspection  of  any  person  who  may  be  desi- 
rous of  seeing  it."     If  there  were  any  thing  wanting  to  prove 
this  letter  a  forgery,  if  it  were  not  enough  to  prove  that  Mr. 
Cobbett  could  not  have  called  me  "  Bristol  Hunt"  in  1808, 
four  years  before  any  human  being  had  ever  connected  my 
name  with  that  city — if  this,   together   with   the  word  of 
Mr.  Cobbett,   were   not  conclusive,    the  Bishops  Waltham 
post  mark  would  make  it  so  ;  for  although  Bishops  Waltham 
is  the  next  post  town  to  Botley  in  point  of  distance,  yet  the 
fact   is  this,  the  road  from    Bishops  Waltham  to  Botley  is 
completely   a   cross   road.     The   post-town   for    Botley  is 
Southampton,  and  in  Botley  there  is  a  post-office  connected 
with  Southampton,    and  a   post-man  regularly  brings  the 
letters  from  Southampton  to   Botley,  and  takes  the  letters 
from  Botley  to  Southampton   every  day.     So  much  for  the 
fools  forging  the  wrong  post-mark  as  well  as  the  letter. 

Now,  Sir,  the  motive  that  induced  you  to  insert  this  in- 
famous trash  of   Mr.  Thomas  Cleary,  after  having  refused 
to  insert  my  letter  on  the  same  subject  in  the  Register,  must 
rest  entirely  with  your  own  feelings  ;  but  you  are  bound  in 
fairness  to  Mr.  Cobbett  and  to  his  readers,  to  account  for  the 
following  extraordinary  circumstances.     Mr.  Cobbett  in  a 
letter  to  me  which  I  received  from   your    hands,   together 
with  the  famous  suppressed  New  York  Newspaper  when  I 
was  last  in  town,  dated  Long  Island,  Sept.  17, 1818,  inform* 
me  as  follows :  /  now  send  vsith  this,  Letter  X.  to  Major  Cart- 
wright,  a  tight   Tii in©  for  our  infamous  forging  enemies" 
This  Letter  X.  to  Major  Cartwright  must,  therefore,  have 
come  in  the  same  packet  with  that  addressed  to  me,    which 
contains  the  above  extract,  and     consequently  must  have 
been  dated  on  or  before  the  17th   of  September.     Now,  Sir, 
what  I  demand  on   the  part  of  my  friend   Cobbett,  myself, 
and  the  public,  is,  that  you  will  answer  this  plain  fact;  how 
came  this  Letter  X.  to  Major  Cartwright,  this  tight  thing  for 
our  forging  enemies,  not  to  have  been  published  in  the  Regis- 
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ter  of  last  week,  instead  of  a  letter  dated  Long  Island,  30th 
of  September,  addressed  10  the  Cotton  Spinners  i"  How 
came  this  Letter  X.  to  Major  Cartwright,  this  iight.  thing  for 
our  forcing  enemies,  to  be  suppressed  last  week,  and  t'ie  letter 
to  Mr.  Hallett  be  inserted, dated  Long  Island,  a  fortnight  later? 
How  came  this  tight  thing  for  our  forging  enemies  to  be  sup- 
pressed last  week,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cleary,  one 
of  those  vcrtj  forging  enemies,  to  be  inserted  in  its  stead? 
These,  Sir,  are  very  plain  questions,  and  the  better  to  enable 
you  to  answer  them,  let  me  remind  you  of  the  following 
postscript  to  your  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  3d  instant, 
assigning  your  reasons  for  not  inserting  my  letter  to  the 
Westminster  Baronet. 

M  P.  S.  The  Register  for  this  week  is  entirely  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Baronet  and  the  Hump  Committee,  and  as 
severe  as  any  reasonable  man  can  desire.  The  Registers  in 
hand  are  equally  hostile.  There  seems,  therefore,  the  less 
reason  for  you  to  be  anxious  about  the  insertion  of  your 
own  letter."  Surely,  Sir,  it  would  be  too  much  to  infer 
that  your  suppressed  Letter  X.  to  Major  Cartwright,  the  tight 
thing  for  our  forging  enemies,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
your  correspondent,  Mr.  Thomas  Cleary,  an  opportunity  of 
giving  Mr.  Cchbett  the  first  blow  behind  his  back;  yet, 
unless  there  be  a  satisfactory  explanation,  his  readers  will 
believe  that  there  has  been  very  foul  play  somewhere,  as 
well  towards  Mr.  Cobbett  as  myself.  I  am  not  at  all  satis- 
fied with  the  reasons  you  assign  for  detaining  the  New 
York  paper  till  after  it  had  been  published  in  the  Liverpool 
and  other  papers.  With  regard  to  the  suppression  of  Mr. 
Cobbett's  first  letter  to  the  electors  of  Westminster,  I  am 
now  convinced  that  the  reasons  I  mentioned  were  the  truth, 
and  I  am  sorry  for  the  sake  of  the  public  that  it  was  pub- 
lished at  last  with  nearly  tzco  pages  suppressed,  as  I  have  always 
understood  from  Mr.  Cobbett  that  his  instructions  were, 
that  you  should  publish  the  whole  of  the  manuscripts,  or 
none,  and  if  you  found  any  difficulty  in  doing  this,  you 
Wire  to  hand  them  over  to  a  third  person  who  was  willing 
to  do  it.  As  you  have  given  insertion  to  Cleary  s  attack 
upon  Mr.  Cobbett  in  his  absence,  I  trust,  in  common  justice 
to  him  and  to  me,  you  will  not  refuse  this  a  place  in  the 
Register,  because  I  attribute  some  blame  or  neglect  to  you 
who  are  present. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Middleton  Cottage^  Your  obedient  Servant, 

Dec.  23,  1818.  H.  Hunt. 
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P.  S.     Middleton  Cottage,  December  28th,    1818.— I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  reasons   you  have  given   for   not 
inserting  my  letter  to   yourself  in   the  hist    Register.     Mr. 
Cobbett's  address  to  the  Major  is  indeed  a  tight  thing  for  our 
forging  enemies,  and  he  appears  to  have  anticipated  a  great 
portion  of  what  i  have  said  above,   with  respect  to    the  dis- 
graceful   conduct  of   the   Baronet's   Romp   and    \\\s"  thing 
Clear  if"  as  long  back  as  the  10th  of  October  last;  this,  together 
with  a  very  clear  and  impartial  statement  of  the  infamous  pro- 
ceedings  which    caused    the  reading  of  Cleary's  memorable 
letter  on  the  hustings  at  Covent  Garden,  by  an  ahle  and    in- 
telligent writer  in   Sherwin's   Register,   who   signs    himself 
"  Leonidas"  both  tending  to  elicit  the  truth,  amply  compen- 
sates me  for  any  delay  in  the  publication  of  my  own   letter. 
As  the  curious  circumstances  attending  the  Baronet's  "  thing" 
sending  me  a  challenge,  are  as  yet  imperfectly  known,  I  will 
relate  the  tacts,  and  then  leave  the  public  to  decide  upon  the 
honourable  intentions  of  the  party.     On  the  night  after  I  had 
mentioned    Cleary's    inhuman    conduct   towards   the    poor 
Derby  prisoners,  about  one  o'clock  a  loud  knocking  was  made 
at  the  door  of  my  lodgings   in    Norfolk  Street,  at    least  two 
hours  after  myself  and  all  the  family,  with  the  exception  of 
a  female  servant,  had  retired  to  rest  ;  upon  this  servant's  go- 
ing to  the  door,  three  drunken   ruffians  rushed    by  her    into 
the  passage,  and  with  vulgar  oaths  and    brutal  imprecations, 
demanded  to  be  shewn  into  my  room  :  the  servant  informed 
them  that  I  was  gone  to  bed,  and  that  she  could  not  disturb 
meat  that  time  of  the  night.  Upon  which,  after  a  great  deal 
of  blustering,  they  told  her  their   business,   that   they    were 
the  messengers  of  a  challenge  from  Mr.  Geary  to  me,  which 
challenge  they  heroically  delivered  into  the  hands  of  this  female 
servant  in  an  open  letter,  and    when  1  arose    in  the    morning 
the  circumstance  was  not  only  known    to  all  the   females  in 
the  house,  but  also  to  half  the  people  in  the  street.      By  the 
description  given  by  the  servant  of  these  bullying    ruffians, 
two  of  them  were  Irishmen  well  known,  and   the   third   be- 
longed to  the  Police.     Very   fortunately  for  their  bones,    my 
Brother  and  myself  were  fast  asleep  in  bed  at  the  time.  And 
yet  this  vapouring  hero,  in  his  letter  to  you,  now  talks  about 
"  moral  feeling"  "  honour*  and"  generosity  ;"  and.  he  brave- 
ly threiitensto  make  me  answer  for  language  I  used  in  a  let- 
ter to  his  master,  Sir  Francis  Burdett,   although  this  would- 
be  "  Attorney"  is  well  aware,  that  I  know    his  whole  history 
since  he   left  the  attorney's  office  in  Dub! in,  a  great  part  of 
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which  time  it  is  well  known  that  he  has  been  kept  and  sup- 
ported by  %  female— -a  very  proper  hypocrite  this  to  vilify  the 
character  of  others,  and  preach  up  morality  himself. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Political  Register. 

Sir, 

The  legalised  arbitrary  exactions,  or,  rather,  daring  rob- 
beries, committed  by  the  tools  of  an  infamous  Oligarchy, 
are  become  so  frequent  and  oppressive,  as  to  call  aloud 
for  some  advance  to  be  made  to  check  so  ruinous  and  so  dia- 
bolical a  system.  Let  me,  therefore,  beg  of  you,  as  one  of 
the  most  enlightened  intrepid  assertors  of  your  Country's 
rights,  to  recommend  to  your  numerous  readers  and  ad- 
mirers the  opening  cf  a  subscription,  in  order  to  raise  a 
fund  to  support  such  persons  as  may  be  despotically  im- 
prisoned, and  to  indemnify  such  as  are  seized  on  for  resistance 
to  any  arbitrary  impost.  Such  a  scheme,  and  such  a  scheme 
only,  can  check  the  myrmidons  of  Ministers  in  their  career, 
and  put  a  stop  to  such  legal  robberies.  Moreover,  when- 
ever a  sale  shall  take  place,  in  consequence  of  any  tax- 
gatherer's  seizure,  let  the  names  of  such  persons  as  may 
disgrace  themselves  by  purchasing  the  property  of  their  in- 
nocent and  distressed  neighbour,  be  immediately  made  pub- 
lic, that  they  may  be  pointed  out,  and  be  treated  wherever 
they  go  with  the  scorn  and  contempt  such  wretches  deserve. 
I  am  a  very  poor  man,  but  I  will  cheerfully  remit  one  pound 
annually  for  so  beneficial  a  purpose. 

Hampden. 

Portsmouth,  1818. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  of  the  above  letter  cannot 
be  too  strongly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  those  who' 
wish  well  to  the  cause  of  reform.  We  do  not  want  «ww- 
bers,  we  want  means,  and  the  only  way  to  procure  these, 
is  by  setting  on  foot  a  subscription.  It  is  impossible  to 
conceive  the  effect  which  this  would  have.  The  proceedings 
of  the  reformers  would  then  be  as  easy,  as  they  have  before 
been  difficult ;  the  dread  of  ruin  which  at  present  keeps  so 
many  individuals  of  talent  and  principle  in  the  back  ground, 
would  then  be  removed,  and  our  enemies  would  be  filled 
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with  dismay.     There  would  then   be  some  encouragement 
for  men  to  resist  the  present   Government  by    denying   it 
the  means  of  support,  as  there  would  be  some  prospect  of 
their  being  protected.      The  readiest  mode  of  putting   an 
end  to  the  present  order  of  things,  appears  to  be  the  refusal 
to  pay  taxes,  but  where  is  the  man  who  is  possessed  of 
any  property,  that  will  do  it  ?     Where  is  the  man  that  will 
encounter  absolute  ruin  for  the  good  of  the  public  ?     Much 
as  men  may  detest  the   present  Government,  there  are  very 
few  who  would  sacrifice  their  business,  and  6ee  their  chil- 
dren turned  out  of  doors  in  an  effort  to  resist  its  impositions. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  of  patriotism  by  the  fire-side,  but 
I  fancy  there  are  very  few  amongst  us  who  would  not  prefer 
the  payment  of  taxes,  to  being   ruined  and  turned  out  of 
doors.     But  when  people  have  a  chance  of  being  protected, 
and    supported   in  their  efforts,  there  is  no  doubt  but   there 
will  soon  be  a  sufficient  number  found  to  join  their  exer- 
tions  in  giving   the  death  blow   to  so  infamous  a   system. 
The  only  means  for  accomplishing  this  is  by  a  subscription, 
and  if  this  were  once  fairly  set  on  foot,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  its  success  would  be  as  rapid  as  its  object  is  important. 
Every  friend  of  reform  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
the  merits  of  the  case,  will  see  the  propriety  of  this  recom- 
mendation.    Our  enemies  have  ever   delighted  in   abusing 
the  reformers  by  calling  them  a  parcel  of  ragamuffins;  their 
poverty  has  been  a  favourite  theme  for  exultation  with  those 
who  fatten  upon  what  they  do  not  earn  ;  but  let  it  be  shewn 
that  whatever  these  vultures  may    say,    we  at   least  possess 
the  means  of  assisting  and  protecting  each  other  against 
the  ravenous  depredations  of  our  merciless  foes.     This,  as 
before  observed    may   be   done  without  difficulty,  and  it 
only  needs  to  be  commenced  to  ensure  success. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Political  Register. 

Manchester,  19th  Dec.  1818. 
Sjr, 
Fiom  your  last  number  it  appears  you  have  seen  one  or 
both  of  my  pamphlets  respecting  America.  Should  it  ever 
fall  in  your  way,  you  would  oblige  me,  by  adverting  to  the 
Letter,  signed  J.  Morris,  in  my  "  Important  Extracts"  page 
3d.    He  there  states,  in  a  very  important  point  of  view,  the 
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difference  between  the  condition  of  the  Manchester  and 
Trenton  Co! ton  Weavers.  He  fferfs  his  renders,  that  by 
working  moderate  hours,  he  can  earn  ten  dollars  per  week; 
and  I  aver  that  in  the  hours  he  definitely  states,  few  Man* 
Chester  weavers  will  be  able  to  earn  ten  Shillings  a  week — • 
again,  lie  tells  us  that  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Trenton,  lets 
iron)  two  to  six  dollars  per  acre,  which,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Manchester,  would  scarcely  be  f*ot  tor  so  many  pounds: 
consequently,  the  Manchester  Weaver  must  work  twenty 
times  as  long  to  pay  the  rent  of  an  acre  of  land,  as  the 
Trenton  Weaver;  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  our  Man- 
chester land  will  produce  a  greater  quantity  of  food  tnan 
that  at  Trenton.  At  the  same  time  it  is  an  undoubted 
truth,  that  in  both  places,  the  laud  is  equally  the  principal 
source  of  food. 

This  statement  ndantly  shews  two  things,  i.e.  the 
enormously  high  price  of  land  and  tow  price  of  weaving  at 
Manchester;  when  compared  with  the  same  two  things  at 
Trenton,  New  Jersey,  in  the  United  States  of  America: 
although  in  the  latter  place,  they  are  neither  blessed  with 
the  wisdom  and  of  hereditary  Kings,  hereditary 

Lords,  nor  an  established  priesthood. 
I  re  Sir. 

Your  nt  reader, 

John  Knight. 

P.  R.     A  turn  out  arm  vers  here,  was,  some 

time  ago,  much  the  su  I  on  versa!  ion,  and   so  gene- 

rally was  the  public  ncmJ  r  favour,  that  the  manufac- 

turers were  induced,  in  so  (*,  to  comply  with  their 

request;    and   a  cc  i   tty  general  advance 

actually  took  place.  There  wav:?,  however,  have  now,  for 
some  weeks,  been  declining:  and  I  actually  saw  a  Weaver 
this  day  who  told  me,  that  they  had  been  dropped  from  7d 
per  yard  to  5|d,  and  that  al  the  time  or  the  turn  out  it  was 
4|d. ;  it  is  now  lower  than  it  was  then. 

The  Cotton  Weavers  have,  at  different  times,  applied  to 
the  Government  for  protection,  but  have  never  been  suc- 
cessful. 
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